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INEO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMCONSUL OPORTO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION USNATO 
DIA WASHDC 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 
USNMR SHAPE BRUSSELS BEL 
COMUSFORAZ 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION I OF 2 LISBON 3635 

E. O. 11652: XGDS-3 
TAGS: PINT, PO 

SUBJECT: PCP EMPHASIZES MODERATION 

1. PCP EMPHASIZES DEMOCRATIC DIALOGUE: IN A MAY 15 
PRESS CONPERENCE, PCP SECRETARY GENERAL ALVARO CUNHAL 
PROPOSED THE CREATION OP A DEMOCRATIC PATRIOTIC BLOC OP 
PARTIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS TO DEVELOP AN 
ALTERNATIVE TO THE PS/CDS GOVERNMENT. ACCORDING 

TO CUNHAL, SUCH AN ALTERNATIVE MUST ASSURE THE CONTINUITY 
OP A DEMOCRATIC REGIME AND NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE; PROMOTO 
MATERIAL AND CULTURAL WELL-BEING; SPARK ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT; 
AND CREATE THE CIRCUMSTANCES BY WHICH PORTUGAL CAN OVERCOME 
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THE CURRENT CRISIS. 

2. TEN-POINT PROGRAM; AS THE BASIS POR A NATIONAL 
DIALOGUE, THE PCP PRESENTED A TEN-POINT PROGRAM WHICH CALLS 
POR; 

-RESPECT POR AND DEPENSE OF THE STABILITY OP THE DEMOCRATIC 
INSTITUTIONS ENSHRINED IN THE CONSTITUTION; 
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-EFFECTIVE GUARANTEES EOR THE EXERCISE OE INDIVIDUAL 
RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES THROUGHOUT PORTUGAL; 

-DEFENSE OE NATIONAL UNITY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY; 
-MAINTENANCE WITHOUT ALTERATION OE THE CURRENT PUBLIC/ 

PRIVATE SECTOR STRUCTURE; 

-MOBILIZATION OE NATIONAL RESOURCES AND ENERGIES TO 
OVERCOME THE CURRENT CRISIS; 

-AUSTERITY AND THE HUSBANDING OE RESOURCES; 

-IMPROVEMENT IN THE STANDARD OE LIVING EOR THE 
WORKERS AND THE MIDDLE CLASS; 

-DEMOCRATIC AND PROGESSIVE EDUCATIONAL REEORM AND THE 
PROMOTION OF A CULTURAL POLICY AT THE SERVICE OE THE 
PEOPLE; 

-THE UNITY OE THE ARMED EORCES AND MILITARY STABILITY; 

AND, 

-DIVERSIFICATION OF FOREIGN RELATIONS PREDICATED ON A 
POLICY OP FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION WITH ALL NATIONS. 

3. THE MODERATE LINE; CUNHAL EMPHASIZED THAT WHILE PORTUGUESE 
COMMUNISTS WOULD WELCOME THE COLLAPSE OP THE CURRENT 
GOVERNMENT, THEY WILL NOT LAUNCH SPECIFIC CAMPAIGNS TO PROVOKE 
ITS DEMISE. IN A RECENT COVERSATION WITH POLCOUNS, PCP 
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP LEADER CARLOS BRITO EMPHASIZED THAT THE 
PCP IS PURSUING A POLICY OP RESPONSIBLE OPPOSITION 
WHICH HAS THE OVERWHELMING SUPPORT OP THE PARTY 
RANK AND PILE. ACCORDING TO BRITO, RESPONSIBLE OPPOSITION 
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IS PURSUED; 

-IN THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY WHERE THE PARLIAMENTARY GROUP 
PRESENTS ALTERNATIVE PROPOSALS TO MAJOR GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES; 
WEIGHS LEGISLATIVE ITEMS ON THEIR OWN MERIT, AND REJECTS 
SYSTEMATIC OPPOSITION; 

-IN THE COUNCILS OP GOVERNMENT WHERE THE PARTY POSITION 
IS PRESENTED CANDIDLY AND CONSTRUCTIVELY; 

-ON THE SHOP PLOOR WHERE PCP ACTIVISTS GUARD AGAINST 
MANAGERIAL ABUSES WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY LOOKING EOR WAYS 
TO INCREASE PRODUCTIVITY; AND 
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INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-08 INR-10 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 TRSE-00 OMB-01 ACDA-12 HA-05 DOE-15 
SOE-02 PM-05 H-01 L-03 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 
ICA-11 OPIC-03 AID-05 /122W 

114942 161846Z/72 

R 161649ZMAY78 
EM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5730 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMCONSUL OPORTO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMCONSUL PONTA DELGADA 
USMISSION USNATO 
DIA WASHDC 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 
USNMR SHAPE BRUSSELS BEL 
COMUSFORAZ 
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-IN THE STREETS WHERE THE PARTY CONTINUES TO EXERCISE ITS 
LEADERSHIP ROLE ON BEHALF OF THE MASSES WITHIN DEMOCRATIC 
NORMS. BRITO EMPHASIZED THAT EXTREMISTS ON THE LEFT AND 
RIGHT ARE TRYING TO CAPITALIZE ON WORKER AND MIDDLE CLASS 
DISCONTENT GENERATED BY MISGUIDED GOVERNMENT ECOMOMIC 
POLICIES. SUCH POLICIES INCLUDE THE RECENT IMF AGREEMENT 
WHICH, IN BRITO'S WORDS, IS A CLASSIC PRESCRIPTION FOR 
DEPENDENCE. 

4. COMMENT: THE POP'S CALL FOR DEMOCRATIC 
DIALOGUE, BRITO'S EMPHASIS ON RESPONSIBLE OPPOSITION, AND 
CUNHAL'S UNWILLINGNESS TO LAUNCH A FRONTAL ASSAULT TO BRING 
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DOWN THE GOVERNMENT ALL TRACK WITH THE POP'S OPPOSITION 
TACTICS SINCE THE FORMATION OF CURRENT PS/CDS GOVERNMENT. 

THE COMMUNISTS KNOW FULL WELL THAT A PRECIPITIOUS GOVERNMENT 
CRISIS NOW COULD USHER IN A GROUP OF SUCCESSORS CONSIDERABLY 
TO THE RIGHT OF SOARES AND COMPANY. WITH THE PSD OPPOSITION 
IN DISARRAY AND THE GOVERNMENT PREOCCUPIED WITH TRYING TO 
IMPLEMENT AN ASSUREDLY UNPOPULAR STABILIZATION PROGRAM, 

THE PCP CAN CONTINUE TO EXPLOIT POPULAR DISCONTENT UNDER 
THE MANTLE OF RESPONSIBLE OPPOSITION FOR THE PARTY'S OWN 
GAINS. 

BLOOMFIELD 
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